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Welcome to the electronic versionhe I nsider. | would like to take the opportunity to thank yimu
your support and giving me an opportunity to repnéyou in the Michigan Senate. It is my sincere
hope that this bi-weekly e-newsletter will keep yoiormed of the happenings in Lansing while stgyin
true to the traditional style dthe Insider. If you would like to contact me, please feel ftee-mail me
atsenmswitalski@senate.michigan.gmvcall me at my Roseville or Lansing office. Yoan also meet
me in person during my constituent hours, coming lmcation near you. Call my office and make an
appointment or just walk in. See schedule for detai

Mickey’s Blog: Beware A Few Thorns Among the Roses

Despite the travails of the U.S. economy, Lansinfyinctioning much better this year compared to las
year. We completed almost all our budgets aheadlwdule, well before July 1st. You may recall that
last year we went past October, and didn’t passmedgets till November. On that basis alone, things
are much improved.

Gone also are the annual Billion Dollar deficitslod last six years. We had to reduce some of our
estimates a few hundred million, but that was ¢hifday compared to the bloodletting of the recent
past. The tough decisions we made last year habdized State Government. We even had money to
grant cities a small 2 percent increase in revehageing, the first increase in seven years. Unitress

got a smaller 1 percent increase in funding, bat'shbetter than being cut.

All'in all, the budgets are modest and fair.

But there are a couple of proposals out therelthape we will not agree to. They represent fiscal
irresponsibility, and while seemingly small, thegutd grow into major problems and set a bad
precedent for honest pay-as-you-go policymakers.

When the State lost a major lawsuit to school idistiover special education funding, the State pé#id

its losses over about 15 years at around $32 midigear. We finally paid that off this year, ahdre is

a move to allocate that $32 million to finance drhah schools around the state. The hope is flveg i

get away from the mammoth, impersonal large higiogls in some districts, where students are treated
like a number and often lost in the shuffle, themaan make great strides in graduation rates and
participation in school activities, which leaddetter academic performance.

| think the idea has some merit. But | would ratjust encourage districts with poor performanceyo
it. | don’t really want to pay for it. It is justtheory, and last year we were trying to get schoml




consolidate to save money. So it's not like wecamsistent. | don’t want to fund one idea today tred
opposite one tomorrow.

The proposal is to actually bond for $300 milliamd use the $32 million for the next 20 years tp pa
off the bonds. I think this is bad policy and it support this proposal. Some of my Republican
friends in the Senate agree with me. Togetherpehee can stop this proposal.

A far worse idea is to securitize, again, to borkwivons of dollars in order to subsidize elecalicates

for residential consumers. Currently, electricditytrates are skewed so that businesses pay thare
residential customers. Business is tired of subsigiconsumer rates, and the State wants to be more
attractive to new businesses, so there is gengratment to de-skew rates and have everyone pay the
fair share.

The Senate wanted to give consumers time to atdjube de-skewing, so the Senate bill put a cap on
how much rates could rise and allowed the ratesaoh equilibrium over the course of a decade. But
there is a proposal to borrow money to subsidizecinsumer rates over the next 20 years. But guess
who would have to pay back the bonds?

Consumers. And it would end up costing them twenach.
| think this is poor policy. | don’t think my chilshould pay double so | can keep my rates artiljcia
low. That is being fiscally irresponsible. We hdnael too much of that for the last decade in

Washington, and we finally stopped such behavidichigan last year.

| pray we don't start it up again with these twoposals.

Coffee Hours

*In response to requests from constituents, | ledded coffee hours in Roseville and during the
daytime. Here are my next scheduled coffee holesse feel to stop on by or make an appointment by
calling my office.

September 29, 2008 October 30, 2008

1:30-2:30 p.m. 7-8 p.m.

Location: Biggby Coffee Location: Clinton-Macomb Public Library
(26740 Gratiot, south of 1-696) (35891 South Gratit

Roseville Clinton Township




Mickey’s TV Insider Show

Check out my TV Insider Show coming to a televisstation near you. Watch me interview local
guests about politics, life, issues and concermaitalistrict.

Sterling Heights Utica

Every Saturday and Sunday at 1 p.m. Every Wedryestd9 a.m.

(Comcast Channel 5/WOW Channel 10) (Comcast Ch&iweOwW Channel 10)
Clinton Township Roseville

Last week of every month- Sat thru Thurs Variousés-check local listings
(Comcast Channel 5/WOW Channel 10) (Comcast Chdié/OW Channel 10)

Contact My Office

Website: http://www.senate.michigan.gov/switalski
Email: senmswitalski@senate.michigan.gov

Lansing Office District Office
Senator Mickey Switalski 28311 Utica Road
Senate District 10 Roseville, MI 48066
410 Farnum
P.O. Box 30036 Monday through Friday
Lansing, Michigan 48909 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
(866) 303-0110 toll free (586) 774-2430
(517) 373-7315 Fax-(586) 774-0012

Fax-(517) 373-3126




